
   

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

CALIFORNIA CASES 

 

Additional Insured – Reasonable Expectations 
 
In evaluating allegedly ambiguous language in liability policy, the reasonable expectations 
of the named insured may differ from the reasonable expectations of an additional insured. 
(Transport Insurance Co. v. Superior Court (2014) 222 Cal.App.4th 1216.)  
 
 
Advertising Injury – Coverage B 
 
Insurer does not need to defend skateboard company from trademark infringement lawsuit 
where company used plaintiff's ideas before coverage began. (Street Surfing, LLC v. Great 
Am. E&S Ins. Co. (9th Cir. 2014) 752 F.3d 853.) 
 
Insurer has no duty to defend insured under policy covering "personal and advertising 
injury" where lawsuit did not involve disparagement of other company's product. (Hartford 
Casualty Ins. Co. v. Swift Distribution, Inc. (2014) 59 Cal. 4th 277.)  
 
 
 
Anti-SLAPP 
 
Court holds that statements made by an insurance company claims adjuster to a claimant's 
attorney regarding suspected fraudulent activity on the part of a chiropractor that treated 
the claimant is protected by the "common interest" privilege.  The trial court's granting of a 
special  motion to strike under the anti-SLAPP statutes was affirmed.  (Hui v. Sturbaum 
(2014) 22 Cal.App. 4th 1109.) 
 
 
 
 
Arbitration/Conflicts of Interest  
 
An arbitration panel’s determination of the limits of coverage available to a lawyer pursuant 
to her professional liability policy need not be set aside notwithstanding a claimed conflict of 
interest based on the neutral arbitrator service for an ADR group that, years earlier, had 
also included the insurer’s retired general counsel.  As the neutral had not personally 
known the retired general counsel and as the retired general counsel had ceased working 
for this ADR group nine years ago and had never had any involvement in the arbitration 
proceedings, the court refused to find that there was any bias or need for disclosure. 
(Lawyers’ Mutual Ins. Co. v. Law Offices of Diana Courteau, No. B250158, 2014 
Cal.App.Unpub. LEXIS 6452 (Cal. App.2d Dist. Sept. 12, 2014)  

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 
Contact: 
Shannon Cooper 
Marketing Coordinator 
702.216.3865 
scooper@murchisonlaw.com 
 
Three from Murchison & Cumming Honored in Southern California Super Lawyers 

Women’s Edition 
 
LOS ANGELES – August 17, 2016 – Murchison & Cumming, LLP is pleased to 
announce that Senior Partner Jean M. Lawler, Partner Lisa D. Angelo and Associate 
Georgiana A. Nikias have been selected to the 2016 Southern California Women’s 
Edition. This is an exclusive list, recognizing no more than 2.5 percent of the lawyers in 
Southern California. 
 
Ms. Lawler is the immediate past Managing Partner of the firm. She serves as Co-Chair 
of the firm's Insurance Law, Cyber & Privacy Law and International Law practice groups. 
She is the President of Insuralex, a global legal network of insurance, reinsurance and 
defense litigation firms, and is a past president of the Federation of Defense & 
Corporate Counsel. She is a fellow (and was a founding Regent) of the American 
College of Coverage and Extra-Contractual Counsel and is rated AV preeminent by 
Martindale Hubbell. Ms. Angelo chairs the firm’s White Collar Crime practice group and 
is a member of the firm's Professional Liability and Law and Motion practice groups. Ms. 
Nikias is a member of the firm's General Liability, Product Liability, Business Litigation, 
and Wildland Fire Litigation practice groups with a continued interest in Art and Cultural 
Heritage Law. 
 
Super Lawyers, a Thomson Reuters business, is a rating service of outstanding lawyers 
who have been chosen by their peers and through independent research. The Super 
Lawyers lists are published nationwide in Super Lawyers Magazines and in leading city 
and regional magazines and newspapers across the country. Only the top 5% of 
attorneys in each state or region are honored as Super Lawyers. 

 
About Murchison & Cumming, LLP 
With a firm history dating to 1930, Murchison & Cumming, LLP is a premier, AV-rated 
civil litigation firm with five offices in California and Nevada, whose attorneys specialize 
in the defense of domestic and international businesses, insurers and individuals, at trial 
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and on appeal. The firm's attorneys also handle employment matters and business 
transactions. The firm is a member of the USLAW and Insuralex Networks. For 
additional information, please visit the website at www.murchisonlaw.com. 
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